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CLAIMS 

1 . A method for providing a content service to a subscriber terminal 
from a first server, i.e. content server, 

wherein the provision of the content service from the content server 
5 to the subscriber terminal is controlled by a second server, i.e. proxy, and said 
control of the content service provision comprises the following steps: 

- receiving in the proxy a service request for providing a content 

service, 

- determining by means of the proxy a billing address for the content 

10 service, 

- providing the content service corresponding; to fheservrce request - 
under the control of the proxy from the content server to the subscriber 
terminal, and 

- generating billing information related to the content service. 

15 2. A method as claimed in claim 1, wherein the subscriber terminal 

is located in an access network in which the subscriber terminal is addressed 
by an access network subscriber identity, and the content server is located in a 
service network in which it is addressed by an IP address, and wherein the 
determination of the billing address comprises the following steps: 

20 - allocating an IP address to the subscriber identity in the access 

network or at its edge, 

- receiving in the proxy the IP address allocated to the subscriber 

identity, 

- determining in the proxy on the basis of the received IP address 
25 the subscriber identity of the subscriber terminal and using it to determine the 

billing address. 

3. A method as claimed in claim 1, wherein the determination of the 
subscriber identity on the basis of the received IP address comprises an 
inquiry to a database in the proxy. 
30 4. A method as claimed in claim 1 , wherein the determination of the 

subscriber identity on the basis of the received IP address comprises an 
inquiry to the access network. 

5. A method as claimed in claim 1 , wherein said billing information 
related to the content service is sent to the access network to be combined 
35 with the billing information of the access network. 
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6. A method as claimed in claim 1, wherein the subscriber identity 
of the subscriber terminal is hidden from the content server. 

7. A method as claimed in claim 1, wherein the generation of the 
billing information comprises the step of maintaining billing criteria in a 
database functionally connected to the proxy. 

8. A method as claimed in claim 1, wherein the billing criteria 
comprise the payer of the content service. 

9. A method as claimed in claim 1, wherein if the content service 
provider pays for the content service, the content service provider can also pay 
for telecommunications costs between the subscriber terminal and the proxy, 
in which case the use of the content service is completely free of charge to the 
subscriber. 

10. A method as claimed in claim 1, wherein the billing criteria 
comprise information on whether the subscriber in question has already been 
billed for the same content service, in which case the following uses of the 
same content service will be billed according to a lower tariff or not at all. 

11. A method as claimed in claim 1, wherein the billing criteria 
comprise information on whether the content service in question belongs to a 
group of services with a special price. 

12. A proxy for providing a content service to a subscriber terminal 
from a content server, 

wherein the proxy comprises a control logic for controlling the 
provision of the content service from the content server to the subscriber 
terminal, and wherein the control logic comprises the following logics: 

- a first logic for determining a billing address for the content 

service, 

- a second logic for providing a content service corresponding to a 
service request under the control of the proxy from the content server to the 
subscriber terminal, and 

- a third logic for generating billing information related to the content 

service. 



